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                    Temple     
 Beth Torah  

     SCHEDULE OF SERVICES   
      

FEBRUARY 2012 

Friday, February 3   Shabbat Service   8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, February 4  Morning Shabbat Service       10:00 a.m. 

             Mitchell Wexler Bar Mitzvah 

 

Friday, February 10   Bring Your Dinner   6:00 p.m. 

             Shabbat Family Service  7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, February 17   Shabbat Service    8:00 p.m. 

      

Friday, February 24   Shabbat Service   8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturday, February 25  WTBT Shabbat Service        10:00 a.m. 
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Normally, when I arrive home, I can expect my wife, Eve, our daughter, Rebecca, 
and our dog, Buddy, to greet me in some fashion.  Ok, to be truthful, only Buddy 

licks my hand, but at least there is some semblance of welcoming me home after being away all 
day. 
 
However, when I arrive home on a Tuesday night, no one acknowledges me, not even Buddy.  
Ma Nishtana HaLaila Hazeh?  Tuesday night is Glee night in the Ben-Ora/Schulman household 
and I have learned to accept that this television show preempts my homecoming. 
 
Eve and Rebecca love watching this show together.  Itôs a mother-daughter bonding experience 
as they watch this teenage comedy/drama taking place at McKinley High School.  They enjoy 
the comic antics of Sue Sylvester and the gallant attempts by Mr. Schuester to resurrect the 
glory of the glee club.  On the few occasions when Iôve watched the show, two things have really 
grabbed me. The first is the phenomenal singing and dancing of the cast.  Secondly, the inclu-
sive nature of the showôs characters:  gay kids, handicapped students, teenagers with Downs 
Syndrome are ñnormalizedò and are part and parcel of the program.                                                     

So what does all this talk about Glee have to do with us at Temple Beth Torah?  In case you 
havenôt heard, our Purim spiel this year is based on the program.  Its not much of a stretch to 
cast Sue Sylvester as Haman and Mr. Schuester as Mordecai.  But more importantly, the youth-
ful energy of Glee has infused our entire cast with excitement.  I readily admit that when we first 
started rehearsals, I was unfamiliar with songs like Teenage Dream, Born this Way and Katy 
Perryôs Firework.  But the teenagers in the cast all knew the songs inside outðand having Greg 
Ravenscroft, our wonderful producer, record the songs and reworked lyrics on a CD really 
helped. 

Laura Golden, our creative and enthusiastic director, along with Janette Buechler, our imagina-
tive choreographer, have kept rehearsal stress to a minimum and rehearsal fun to a maximum.  
That is one of the joys of our Purim spiels.  The process of getting ready, the camaraderie of the 
cast, the occasional unexpected moment of hilarity, and the involvement of all ages from tod-
dlers to seniors, are truly remarkable. I know of no other congregation in the country that puts as 
much effort into its spiels as Temple Beth Torah. 

There will be two shows of ñGleeðthe Spiel.ò  The first will be on Saturday night, March 3 at 
7:30pm and the second the following afternoon at 1:00pm.  Whether youôre familiar with the tele-
vision program, or not, I guarantee that ñGleeðthe Spiel: will have you laughing and smiling. 

 

LôShalom, 

Rabbi Avi Schulman 

 

 

. 
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 MESSAGE FROM 

 OUR  

 PRESIDENT,  

Dan Strauss 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June and Marvin Wexler invite you to 

celebrate Shabbat and the joys of Jewish 

tradition as their son, Mitchell, becomes 

a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, February 4 

at 10 a.m. Everyone is invited to the 

Kiddush immediately following the ser-

vice.  

  

 

 

  

 

 

      MITCHELL J WEXLER 

Temple Beth Torah proudly announces 

the availability of summer camp scholar-

ships for Camp Newman and Camp 

Kadima.  Scholarships for Camp New-

man are made available through the 

Heather Citron Fund.  Additional scholar-

ships are made possible by the Lewis 

Fund and by Women of Temple Beth To-

rah. 

Applications are available in the Temple 

office.  The Scholarship application dead-

line is March 1, 2012. 

 

As I sit and write this monthôs message, I 

canôt help but wonder where winter is.  Yes, 

itôs been cold, but where is the rain and 

snow?  Maybe there is something to this cli-

mate change thing that all of the so-called 

experts are talking about!  February is here 

and spring is right around the cornerðunless 

winter decides to finally show up and stick 

around until June or July. 

January was an exciting month for Temple 

Beth Torah.  All of our 50th Anniversary 

events were great, and well attended.  As we 

move forward, we have some more impor-

tant events coming up.  In March, we will be 

holding our annual Blood Drive.  For more 

information, you can contact Christina 

Broadwain at cubwired@comcast.net. 

Are you interested in getting more involved?  

All of the Temple committees need new 

members and ideas.  If you are interested, 

let me know and I can put you in touch with 

the committee chairperson. 

Shalom, 

Dan Strauss. 

 
Welcome back  
Toby Gross  

to our  
      Temple Beth Torah  
              family! 
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COME ONE, COME ALL T O 

THE ANNUAL  

WTBT HAMANTASCHEN  

BAKING EVENT AT TBT  

No experience necessary! 

Willingness to have fun and 

play with others are the only 

requirements. We will provide 

the dough, or you can help 

make some as well (weõll pro-

vide the recipe). You will 

leave an experienced haman-

taschen baker ready to do it 

again next year!!  

Date: Sunday, February 19, 
9:30 a.m.                                             

in the temple kitchen.   
 

Weõll be baking for                       
approximately 2 hours, but 
any amount of  time you can 
help would be appreciated!!  

 
Respond to Sidney Weintraub  

sidweintraub@sbcglobal.net   
or 579 -2791.  

Family Story Hour &  

Pajama Havdalah 

Who : Families with a child age 5 & under 

(siblings invited).  

When: Saturday,  
February 25th  

from 5 -6:30pm.  
 

Where : Temple Beth Torah, 42000 Paseo Padre 

Pkwy, Fremont. 

What : Children come in pajamas with their par-

ents to celebrate Shabbat with fun activities.  

Please bring one of your childõs favorite books to 

read to the other children at this event.  

 

RSVP by Feb 15 to Andrea, TBT Director of Educa-

tion at (510) 656 -7141 or tbteducation@sbcglobal.net  

All Are Welcome!  Free Event!   

Co-Sponsored by  

    and

   

http://us.mc805.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sidweintraub@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tbteducation@sbcglobal.net
http://pjlibrary.org/
http://bethtorah-fremont.org/
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More information?  Contact:  Cheryl Cohen @ chercohen@aol.com 

(925) 484 -3040 or Gail Epstein @ Bubbegail@sbcglobal.net (510) 552 -

5738 
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ACROSS THE BOARD  

MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING  

January 12, 2012 @ 7:30pm  

TEMPLE  
BETH TORAH 

A.M. THEATER  

PRESENTS  

FEATURE FILMS 

       Comedy, Adventure,  
      Documentaries & Jewish  
                  Culture  
     10:00 AM ð 12:00 Noon  

    2nd Monday of each month  
For all Temple Members, brotherhood, sister-

hood, seniors, friends & families of T.B.T  

*      òEnjoy the showó ñ FREE of CHARGE 

Coming Attractions:  
February 13th  
HIDING AND SEEKING: Faith and Tolerance after the 
Holocaust

 

March 12th

 

For input and suggestions, contact Temple Office at (510) 656 -

7141, or email gringissimo@gmail.com 

This program is hosted by the men & women  of SHALOM ALEYNU * 

Menachem Daum, the son of holocaust survivors and 
a New York Orthodox Jew, worries that both of his 
sons, full time yeshiva students who live with their 
families in Israel, are becoming seduced to intoler-
ance by their religious studies. To open their per-
spectives just a little he sets off with his wife Rifka 
and both sons, Tzvi Dovid and Akiva, to visit the 
Polish towns where his parents grew up and to try 
to find the Catholic farmers who hid his father -in-
law from the Germans. Filled with laughter and 
tears as well as a profound insight into the human 
condition, "Hiding and Seeking" is a rewarding and 
enlightening film.  

The Great Escape (172 min.)  Based on a true 
story. During WWII, having wasted enormous re-
sources on recapturing Allied prisoners of war, the 
Germans decide to move the most determined pris-
oners to a new, maximum -security prisoner of war 
camp. In doing this, they have assembled in one 
place the greatest escape team in history. The 
POWs design an extremely complex system of tun-
nels, disguises, document forgeries and ruses in 
order to break out 250 men and escape to Switzer-
land, but their real goal is simply to "confuse, con-
found and harass the enemy". A tale of indomitable 
resistance in the face of difficult odds. Starring 
Stave McQueen, James Garner, Charles Bronson, 
and James Coburn, with McQueen brilliantly doing 
his own stunts. (Note that this movie is a long one ð 
weõll have extra snacks available, and a 10 minute  

intermission.)  

December board meeting started with Dõvar 

Torah by Jonathan Sloves.   

Rabbi Schulman reported that the Annual 

Pacific Area Reform Rabbiõs Conference in 

Palm Springs was very good.   

A second thank you note received from Ala-
meda County Food Bank for our additional 
contribution, and a Hanukkah card was re-
ceived from the Simcha sisters.   
 
Brotherhood purchased and installed a 
wireless router that covers TBT and provides 
WIFI throughout the temple. Tzedaka box ð 
goes towards general tzedaka fund ð Ideas 
or requests for the tzedaka should be sent 
to the Brotherhood.  
 
The Education Committee  reported that 
the religious school wide current value is  
Kehillah (Community) - focus on this value 
during Tefilah and in class.  
 
Member Services committee is progressing 
with the plans for the Congregational Pass-
over Seder on Saturday, April 7.   
 
Membership Committee - New member ap-
proved by the board ð Welcome back return-
ing member Toby Gross. 
 
WTBT - Edith Caplan attended the WRJ as-
sembly in Baltimore and was present at 
President Obamaõs speech. The speech is 
still available to watch on www.urj.org  
 
The Worship Committee  - Hanukkah dinner 
was a great success it was well attended 
and the food was delicious. Thanks to Gail, 
Verrona, and Jill for  
organizing this event.  
 
SHARES cards for the temple are available in 
the office.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Orna Kretchmer,  
Executive Secretary 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoners_of_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war_camp
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WTBT was pleased to be able to make a 

substantial financial contribution for 

the printing of the program for TBTõs 

Danny Maseng concert in January.  

 
Arrangements have been made for the  

building of a new cabinet with sliding 

shelves in the kitchen.   

 

We have so many exciting events com-

ing up.  Do join us for worship, educa-

tion and socialization at the Sisterhood 

Creative Shabbat Service on Saturday, 

February 25 at 9:30am.  The service  

will be followed by a Torah study led by 

Rabbi Schulman using The Torah:  A 
Womenõs Commentary.  Afterwards, we 

will be sharing a Shabbat Pot Luck Soup 

ônõ Salad luncheon for more camarade-

rie.   

 

Our 3rd Annual Mah Jongg Tourna-

ment, in conjunction with Hadassah, will 

be held on Sunday, March 18.  Instruc-

tion will be available.  

 

Any suggestions for programs/events?  

Then please contact Edith Caplan 

@ecaplan123@aol.com or 794-7490 or  

Michelle Eisenbruck at  

eisenbru@pacbell.net or 656 -5895.  

 

Submitted by Gail Epstein  

Thank you to the Mazli-

ach and Schwartz fami-

lies for their kind dona-

tions to the gift shop.  

 

Please note:  if the gift 

shop owes you a scroll 

for your recently pur-

chased mezuzah, they 

arte in.  See Ann at the 

gift shop on Sunday 

mornings.  
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PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS-THEY SUPP! 

 

James F. Block D.D.S. 
FAMILY DENTISTRY 

 

 

 
1895 Mowry Avenue, Suite 120. Fremont, CA. 94536 

Phone:  510/793-0801 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jonathan Weisman,D.D.S  
 

43195 Mission Blvd., Suite B -4 
Fremont, CA  94539  

(510) 651 - 8479  

jonathan_weismandds@yahoo.com  
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FEBRUARY 2012 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

7pmï Spiel       

Rehearsal  

2 3 

8pm-Shabbat 

Service  

4 

10amï Shab-

bat Morning 

Service    

Mitchell Wex-

ler Bar Mitzvah  

5 

9:30am-

Religious 

School       

11am-Torah 

Study           

1pm-Spiel    

Rehearsal      

No Midrasha 

6 

10amï Shalom 

Aleynu-

Breakfast at 

Dennyôs 

7 

 

 

4pm-Hebrew 

School 

8 

Tu BôShevat 

 

7pm Spiel          

Rehearsal 

 

9 

7:30pm-TBT Bd 

Mtg. 

7:30pm-Yiddish 

Class 

 

 

 

10 

6pmðBring 

your own dairy 

dinner          

7pm-Family 

Shabbat 

SoCal Confir-

mation Teens 

Visiting 

 

11 

SoCal Teens 

Visiting 

12 

9:30 Religious 

School       

Brotherhood 

Speaker               

11am-Torah 

Study          

1pm-Spiel Re-

hearsal 

7pm-Midrasha 

 

13 

 

10amï Shalom 

Aleynu-         

AM Theatre - 

Hiding and 

Seeking 

14 

 

4pmï Hebrew    

School 

15 

 

7pm-Spiel             

Rehearsal 

16 17 

 

 

8pm-Shabbat      

Service 

18 

19 

No Religious 

School           

No Torah Study   

9:30amï      

Hamantaschen 

Baking 

No Midrasha 

20 

Office Closed 

Presidentôs Day 

 

21 

 

 

4pmï Hebrew 

School 

22 

 

 

 

7pm-Spiel          

Rehearsal 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

8pm-Shabbat 

Service 

25    10amï 

WTBT Shabbat       

Service       

Womenôs Com-

mentary Torah 

Study             

Pot Luck Soup 

ón;ô Salad 

Luncheon   

6:30pm-PJ            

Havdalah 

26 9:30-WTBT 

Bd. Mtg.       

Religious 

school       

11am-Torah 

Study 12Noonï 

Purim Carnival          

1pm  Spiel    

Tech Rehearsa 

6pm Rehearsal 

7pm -Midrasha  

27 

10am-Shalom 

Aleynu-Hot Dog 

Luncheon    

7pm-Spiel    

Rehearsal 

 

28 

  

4pm-Hebrew 

School         

7pm Spiel Re-

hearsal,       

tentative 

29 

 

 

6:30ï Spiel        

Rehearsal 

30   
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MARCH 2012 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 

6:30-Spiel          

Rehearsal  

2 

8pm-

Shabbat        

Service  

3 

7:30ðPurim 

Spiel Perform-

ance 

4     9:30  Reli-

gious School      

11am Torah 

Study      

1pm Purim 

Spiel Per-

formance  

7pm Midrasha  

5 

10am-Shalom 

Aleynu  

6 

 

4pmðHebrew 

School  

7 

 

7pmðPurim    

Service  

 

8 

7:30 pmðTBT 

Bd Mtg.  

7:30pmð

Yiddish Class  

 

9 

8:00pmï 

Shabbat        

Service  

Confirma-

tion Class in 

SoCal.  

 

10 

Confirmation 

Class in So-

Cal. 

11 

9:30 Reli-

gious School            

Brotherhood 

Speaker      

7pm-

Midrasha  

12 

10am-Shalom 

AleynuðAM 

Theatreð The 

Great Escape  

13 

 

4pmðHebrew 

School  

14 15 16 

 

6pmï Bring 

your own 

dinner  

7pmï Family 

Shabbat 

Service  

17 

18 - 9amð

WTBT 

Bd.Mtg.  

9:30am-

Religious 

School   

11amðTorah 

Study     

1pm WTBT 

Mah Jongg         

7pm-

Midrasha  

19 

 

10amðShalom 

Aleynu  

20 

 

 

4pmðHebrew 

School  

 

21 22 23 

 

 

 

8pmð

Shabbat 

Service  

24 

25 

9:30am-

Religious 

School   

11amðTorah 

Study            

12:30pmï 

Simcha Fair  

in Walnut 

Creek  

7pm           

Midrasha  

26 

 

10amðShalom 

Aleynu  

27 

 

12 Noonð6pm 

Blood Drive  

4pmðHebrew 

School  

 

28 29 30 

 

 

 

8pmð

Shabbat 

Service  

31 
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FEED THE HOMELESS  
 

Would you like to perform a Mitzvah? The 

first Sunday of every month  the Women of 

Temple Beth Torah sponsors  òFeed the 

Homelessó at our local shelter.   
If  you are able to do this wonderful mitz-

vah   
please contact : Janice Fonteno at:  

 (510 )  304 - 5754   * note new telephone 

         TIKKUN OLAM - repairing  The WOrld  

 
 
 
 

for feeding the  
homeless at  

the Adobe Shelter on  
January 1st:  

Angie & Alan Gelb and friends  

                  InAppreciation            
                  Thank you to the  
                   following  January Oneg      
                              Hosts :  
 
06 �³  Babe & Barney King  
13 �³  Fifth Grade Families  
20 �³  Bessie & Randy  Rosenberg, WTBT                    
 and Brotherhood  
27�³  TBT Board of Directors  

   If you have 2 hours once a week , or even once a month to 

help assist a senior who needs a ride to the Doctor's, or do 

errands ( in the tri-city area ) please contact Barbara Proc-

tor VIP rides at LIFE ELDERCARE - 510-574-

2094.     

   By volunteering with LIFE ELDERCARE you will 

see it is a simple way to feel needed and appreciated. We 

are the same organization that provide volunteers to deliver 

Meals on Wheels, Friendly Visitors, and Falls Prevention 

programs. 

   Thank you, in advance, for your anticipated participation. 

 A donation of a new or used wheelchair is 
 urgently needed for use of handicapped or  
 injured persons while attending services or  
 activi  ties at Temple Beth Torah.  
 
 Please call the office: (510) 656 -7141  
 

 �&�K�H�Y�U�D���&�K�H�V�H�G���P�H�D�Q�V���D���´�F�D�U�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���µ�����2�X�U���W�H�P�S�O�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�V���O�L�N�H���D���I�D�P�L�O�\�³we care for each other, especially in time of crisis.  

Ill?  Just out of the hospital? A family crisis? Death?  Let us help you by providing meals; transporation; emergency childcare; a specific 

errand; visitation to hospitals, rehab/nursing centers, or home, or minyans.   

Join our committee and become one of our Care providers�³ the rewards or immeasurable. 

Please contact Gail Epstein, (510) 552-5738 or Bubbegail @sbcglobal.net. 

 Thanks to Karen Bresler, Edith Caplan, Janine & Steve Charlton,  Verrona Gore, Miriam Mazliach, Jackie Naftaly,                

Deborah Reisman & Mark Levine, Bessie Rosenberg, Jan Schafir, Florence Silver, Phoebe Weiner, Sidney Weintraub, and Jill             

Ziman for providing meals to a congregant post-hospitalization. 

 

   

                                 TBT CHEVRAH  CHESED - 


